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The Archbishop Theophilus, of holy memory, said, when he came to die: You are a happy 
man, Abbot Arsenius, for you have always kept this hour before your eyes. 

 

Genesis 2:15-24 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 
the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall die.’ 

18 Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper as his partner.’ 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field 
and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and 
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all 
cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not 
found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that 
the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 
man. 23Then the man said, ‘This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one 
shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.’ 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh. 

Ecclesiastes 2:12-17 

12So I turned to consider wisdom and madness and folly; for what can the one do who comes 
after the king? Only what has already been done. 13Then I saw that wisdom excels folly as light 
excels darkness. 14 The wise have eyes in their head, but fools walk in darkness. 

Yet I perceived that the same fate befalls all of them. 15Then I said to myself, ‘What happens to 
the fool will happen to me also; why then have I been so very wise?’ And I said to myself that 
this also is vanity. 16For there is no enduring remembrance of the wise or of fools, seeing that 
in the days to come all will have been long forgotten. How can the wise die just like fools? 17So 
I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me; for all is vanity and a 
chasing after wind.  

  
 


