
LESSONS ON RELATIONSHIPS 

 

Created to Live Together 

 

Genesis 2:15-25:  

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 

the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 

shall die.’ 

18 Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper as his partner.’ 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field 

and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and 

whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all 

cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not 

found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 

and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that 

the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 

man. 23Then the man said, 

‘This at last is bone of my bones  

   and flesh of my flesh; 

this one shall be called Woman, 

   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 

one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 

 

Interconnected Nature of Human Life 

1 Corinthians 12:14-26 

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot were to say, 

‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part 

of the body. 16And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 

body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, 

where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 

be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If 

all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet 

one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the 

feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honourable we 

clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 

respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged 

the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension 

within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member 

suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 

 



Other-Directed Behavior 

Philippians 2:1-8:  

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross. 

 
 

Build Each Other Up to the Glory of God 
 
1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 
 
23 ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things 

build up. 24Do not seek your own advantage, but that of others. 25Eat whatever is sold in the 

meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience, 26for ‘the earth and its 

fullness are the Lord’s.’ 27If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you are disposed to go, eat 

whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 28But if 

someone says to you, ‘This has been offered in sacrifice’, then do not eat it, out of 

consideration for the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience— 29I mean the 

other’s conscience, not your own. For why should my liberty be subject to the judgement of 

someone else’s conscience? 30If I partake with thankfulness, why should I be denounced 

because of that for which I give thanks? 

31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God. 32Give 

no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33just as I try to please everyone in 

everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, so that they may be saved. 

11 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.  



The Preciousness of Unity 
 
Psalm 133 

 
1 How very good and pleasant it is 

   when kindred live together in unity! 
2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 

   running down upon the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, 

   running down over the collar of his robes. 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

   which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 

   life for evermore. 

 


